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AVANT-GARDE TO NEW WAVE

Czechoslovak Cinema, Surrealism and the Sixties

Jonathan L. Owen

The cultural liberalization of communist Czechoslovakia in the 1960s produced many artistic
accomplishments, not least the celebrated films of the Czech New Wave. This movement saw
filmmakers use their new freedom to engage with traditions of the avant-garde, especially
Surrealism. This book explores the avant-garde's influence over the New Wave and considers
the political implications of that influence. The close analysis of selected films, ranging from
the Oscar-winning Closely Observed Trains to the aesthetically challenging Daisies, is
contextualized by an account of the Czech avant-garde and a discussion of the films'
immediate cultural and political background.

"This book can fill a significant lacuna in the scarce international research on and
publications about the [Czechoslovak] New Wave ... it presents a vital contribution to the
study of the period." Petra Handkovd, Charles University

"I think this is an excellent text. It deals with a very under-researched subject in an original
yet comprehensive manner. It is well-written and well-structured.” Elisabetta Girelli,
University of St Andrews

Jonathan L. Owen completed his Ph.D. on Czech cinema at the University of Manchester. His
research interests include the European cinema of the 1960s and 1970s and the Czech
twentieth century avant-garde. He is currently preparing articles on Jifi Menzel and Jacques
Rivette and a larger project on political cinema.

/

()

Hardback
978-0-85745-126-2
978-0-85745-127-9

256 pages, bibliog., index

$85.00 £50.00

February 2011
March 2011

PER004030

UK & Europe:

Marston Book Services

PO Box 269

Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 4YN
United Kingdom

tel: +44 (0)1235 465500
fax: +44 (0)1235 465555

US & Rest of World:
Berghahn Books Inc,

PO Box 605

Herndon, VA 20172

USA

tel: 1(800) 540-8663 (US)
+1(703) 661-1500 (RoW)

UK & Europe:
Berghahn Books Ltd.

3 Newtec Place, Magdalen Road

Oxford OX4 1RE
United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0)1865 250011
fax: +44 (0)1865 250056

US & Rest of World:
Berghahn Books Inc.

150 Broadway, Suite 812
New York NY 10038
United States

tel: +1 212 233 6004
fax: +1 212 233 6007

www.berghahnbooks.com



' Advance Information Sheet from Berghahn Books '

Chapter 1. Inspirations, Opportunities: Cultural and Historical Contexts

Chapter 2. Pavel JuraCek's Josef Kilian (1963) and A Case for the Young Hangman (1969): From the Surreal Object to the Absurd Signifier
Chapter 3. Jifi Menzel's Closely Observed Trains (1966): Hrabal and the Heterogeneous

Chapter 4. Spoiled Aesthetics: Realism and Anti-Humanism in Véra Chytilova's Daisies (1966)

Chapter 5. Flights From History: Otherness, Politics and Folk Avant-Gardism in Juraj Jakubisko's The Deserter and the Nomads (1968) and Birds, Orphans and
Fools (1969)

Chapter 6. Back to Utopia: Returns of the Repressed in Jaromil Jire$'s Valerie and Her Week of Wonders (1970)

Chapter 7. Jan Svankmajer: Contemporary Czech Surrealism and the Renewal of Language Conclusion Bibliography Index

INTERNATIONAL ADVENTURES

German Popular Cinema and European Co-Productions
in the 1960s

Tim Bergfelder

288 pages, 15 ills, bibliog., index

ISBN 978-1-57181-539-2 Pb INTERNATION

ISBN 978-1-57181-538-5 Hb ADVENTURES | - MASCULINITIES IN POLISH, CZECH AND SLOVAK
CINEMA

Black Peters and Men of Marble

Ewa Mazierska

304 pages, 31 ills, bibliog., index

ISBN 978-1-84545-540-8 Hb

ISBN 978-1-84545-239-1 Pb

NEW AUSTRIAN FILM

Edited by Robert von Dassanowsky and Oliver C. Speck
496 pages, bibliog., index

ISBN 978-1-84545-700-6 Hb

TIM BERGFELDER

POSTMODERNISM IN THE CINEMA
Edited by Cristina Degli-Esposti
272 pages, ills, index

ISBN 978-1-57181-106-6 Pb
ISBN 978-1-57181-105-9 Hb

www.berghahnbooks.com



